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      Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem
All praise is for Allah, Lord of all that exists, and may the peace and

Blessings  of Allah be on His Messenger, his family and companions.
The Li Wajhillah charity group was informally formed in March 2012 by a few Muslim ladies concerned by the plight of the less privileged in society, and determined to contribute their own quota in alleviating the situation from the grass-roots level by any possible means.
OBJECTIVE
To concentrate on categories of persons considered most in need of help, namely: orphans, widows, the sick, the disabled and the poor. The modes of assistance selected include feeding, medical, educational, renovation, micro-finance, redistribution of used clothing, shoes and accessories and any other gifts and donations in kind.

POLICY

The group is guided by the moral principles of honesty, transparency and organised dedication.  It considers no donation too small, nor is there any compulsion in the contributions made; the only requirement is that donations made must come from halal sources or income.  It holds fast to its Motto of Sincerity embodied in the following verse of Suratul Insaan in the Holy Quran  which states –

“We feed you for the sake of Allah alone, no reward do we desire

   from you nor thanks”. Quran 76:9
And the group also derives its name from this same verse which includes the phrase Li Wajhillah  which is translated to mean ‘for the sake of Allah’.
REVIEW OF YEAR 2014 – 2015
Alhamdulillah, Li Wajhillah has achieved a lot in terms of growth and development.  

· The Li Wajhillah Group legally registered as a charitable company on 8th October 2013 (Registration No: 606/2013).
· A Bank Account was opened in the Charities’ name with Zenith Bank for money transfer facilitation and ease of donation for both our local and overseas donors.

· Li Wajhillah’s donors and contributions rose significantly within 3 years  which in turn facilitated a greater outreach to the targeted needy persons. Membership grew from the less than ten founding members to forty in its first year to currently over sixty members, the majority of whom are based in The Gambia, with a few living abroad. During the first year of existence the group was able to raise a total amount of D 156, 662 from April 2012 up until March 2013, during the second year namely April 2013 to March 2014 a total of D 130, 472 was raised.  This third year the total amount raised increased to D 233, 051, an increase of 48.7% from the inception year.  In conclusion from the last three years of operation Li Wajhillah was able to raise a total of  D 520,185 (just over half a million Dalasi) ; All of which was used solely for charitable purposes in the different categories which will be highlighted below.
· Unfortunately it was also a year of sorrow for our young organisation. We lost some key members of the Li Wajhillah family both from the donors and donees and most recently one of our founding fathers and greatest supporters, Alhaji Sulayman ‘Da’ Fye. May they all be granted Aljannatul firdaus. Ameen
ACTIVITIES AND SPENDING

Feeding Assistance
Feeding assistance of D89, 691 and amounting to 38.4% of the total collections, was distributed from April 2014 to March 2015. The criteria set for assistance was based on overall assessment of the candidates perceived needs.  It is also a practice of Li Wajhillah to provide feeding support to micro-finance candidates to allow them a buffer between trying to establish their newly set-up small businesses and feeding their families, this way the profits they make from their business can be reinvested in the business instead of being used in day to day survival. 
An interesting case in point is the couple with six children including a set of twins and a set of triplets that was featured in the media. The breadwinner, a poor farmer, and his wife were struggling to survive. Li Wajhillah jumped to assistance with feeding for the family, payment of medication for the mother and baby food for the newborn triplets and as well as microfinancing the father to enable him to be self-sufficient.
During the month of Ramadan, Li Wajhillah accelerates its quantity and quality of donations taking full advantage of the blessings of the holy month and its promised multiplied rewards, Insha Allah. In Ramadan 2014, Li Wajhillah financially contributed D5, 375 towards the daily Iftar (fast-breaking meals) of the patients at the  Edward Francis Small Teaching Hospital(EFSTH), a practice continued from its first year of operation.  In addition, D10, 000 (Ten Thousand Dalasis) was contributed towards the Koriteh (Eidul Fitr) Lunch organized by the Pipeline Mosque Committee for the inmates of the three prisons in The Gambia.
Li Wajhillah is constantly in touch with its donees, keeping abreast of any new developments in their lives and ready to step in for assistance when the need arises. Hence the feeding assistance can be either one off or continuous depending on the situation. During its first year of operation it was estimated that close to a thousand people benefitted from the Li WajhiLlah Feeding Assistance.  It is safe to say that this number has been surpassed during this current year in review.  Those who benefitted included individuals struggling financially, single parent families, Mosque Congregations, Daaras, Orphanages, Hospital Patients, Prison Inmates, Orphans and Widows.
Medical  Assistance 
Assisting the sick, especially critically ill patients is one of the main categories highlighted for assistance. As a result of this, various members of Li Wajhillah had to work closely over the years with staff of the EFSTH, which is the referral hospital of last resort for most critical cases and is constantly in dire need of support. During its first year of operation, 23% of the total Li Wajhillah collections was spent mostly on assisting the patients and the staff of the said hospital in the period March 2012 to March 2013. 
In 2014/2015, this current year in review,Li Wajhillah spent 6.84% amounting to D15, 950 of the collections on medical assistance. The money was spent on purchasing prescription drugs and payment of medical bills and sometimes towards transportation assistance to and from the Hospital. A notable case is that of the blind divorced young woman with two small children who was left to fend for herself without any support whatsoever. Li Wajhillah paid her medical bills whilst she underwent eye operation at the Sheikh Zayed Regional Eye Care Centre (SZRECC) in Kanifing and covered the cost of her prescription drugs. She was also assisted with treatment for her breast infection at the Breast Clinic within the EFSTH.  The lady is now partially able to see and has been micro-financed to start a small business so that she can sustain herself and her young family.

Over the past three years Li Wajhillah has donated in kind to the EFSTH, notable examples include Pressure machines and Code-free sugar testing meters etc and when these become damaged Li Wajhillah replaces them depending on the availability of funds. Li Wajhillah also likes to think outside the box in terms of assistance, for example it sometimes sponsors the family members of those admitted at the Hospital, who have to stay with their patient, with transportation and feeding.

The mentally ill patients at Tanka Tanka Mental Hospital were also given medications amounting to D10, 000 (Ten thousand Dalasis). Although the Li Wajhillah team was informed that the medication would probably only last for two weeks, we considered the gesture a good start.

Educational Assistance

Educational Assistance is prioritised based on a family’s situation, with special regard given to the strain on the family income in order to send their child to school. In a lot of cases, assistance was given to those who would otherwise not send their child to school at all for lack of funds. About 10.40% (amounting to D24, 250) of the total collections was spent on education in the period April 2014 to March 2015. A Few cases are:

· A widow with four children who was assisted with school fees for a whole year for all her children

· Payment of fees for Several children attending Daara (Local Islamic school) 
·  Payment of school books for the children of a widow with HIV 
· A Grade 10 orphan boy living up country

· A Grade 12 student who failed two key subjects in her WASSCE exams but wanted to attend University of The Gambia. Her private tuition fees in preparation for resitting of the exams were paid for because her parents couldn’t afford it.
Micro-finance Assistance
Micro-finance Assistance usually targets able-bodied people who experience difficulties making ends meet. We usually interview the potential beneficiaries in order to assess their willingness and capacity to work hard in order to enable themselves to stand on their own two feet. The investment in a particular type of micro-finance depends on the location of the person being assisted, what they believe is profitable and whether they are physically able to handle the labour involved or have someone within the family who can handle the daily operations of the micro-financed establishment. In many cases, we have proven that it does not take substantial amounts of money to make a difference in people’s lives; but just a small amount, enough to start some sort of enterprise can give hope to a person who had none. This will in turn give them the motivation to strive for the best. The Li Wajhillah team has come to realise that the donees prefer to be micro-financed instead of relying solely on handouts because there is a certain dignity in being able to work and provide for oneself. Thus Li Wajhillah concentrates a major portion of its donations towards this category. During the 2014/2015 year in review 15.06 % of the total collections, amounting to D35, 100 was spent on micro-finance. 
A good number of individuals and families were assisted over the last three years. For this year in review, A case in example is a middle aged woman who to the outside world was financially well off whilst in reality was struggling.  Her husband was retired and not of much support, all her children were unemployed with spouses and children of their own. She could not go out and seek help without her dignity being compromised. She jumped at the idea of being micro-financed and has since started her own Churai (local incence) and perfume business. Li Wajhillah is constantly in touch with her to monitor her progress and she seems to have been given a new lease of life after years of struggling financially. 
The Li Wajhillah brand of micro-financing does not require any repayment to the Charity, whatever profit is made from the donations goes towards further strengthening their businesses and for day to day survival. Some of them have made progress in their businesses and for those who failed, depending on the conditions of the failure, they were again supported to succeed.
Miscellaneous
During the period of April 2014 - March 2015, a total of D52, 300 (22.4%) of collections was spent on miscellaneous projects in the areas of Agriculture, Renovation, Construction, Environmental cleaning, and Prayer sessions`.
A few case examples:

· Women at the Horticultural Gardens in Bakau were given money to re-dig their collapsed wells.

· Financial assistance given to a government messenger whose house and contents burnt due to faulty electrical wiring leaving the young family with nothing.
· A total of D11, 000 was spent on the Jeshwang cemetery cleaning exercise in January and February 2015 in collaboration with the Gambian Muslim Youth (AGAMY). AGAMY provided the manpower whilst Li Wajhillah paid for the food, water, shovels, cutlasses and transportations costs.
· The Daaru Loween community in the North Bank Region, consisting of 25 households, were given D11,000 to purchase ten bags of fertilizer. The entire community was devastated by drought and whilst assistance from the government only reached the major communities in the rural areas, leaving the smaller communities to fall through the cracks including Daru Loween.  A private Li Wajhillah donor also assisted with ten bags of rice for the community.
· Cash power was bought for the Sheikh Tijan Nyass School and their Nawec Water Bill arrears also paid for. Also money was given to help tile the bedroom floors 
· With the emergence of Ebola in some parts of West Africa, Li Wajhillah in keeping with the times took a proactive stance by organising prayer sessions within several Mosques, costing thousands. 
The work of Li Wajhillah covers a broad spectrum and what has been summarised so far are just a few specific cases. There are monthly Newsletters to inform our donors of the important work being undertaken. What must be noted is that donations are used solely for charitable purposes, the logistics and other incidental costs are being covered from the pockets of the core members solely for the pleasure of Allah. 
GENERAL ACHIEVEMENTS 2014/2015
Li Wajhillah  –
· Assisted in the Renovation of the female section at Police line Mosque at the Fajara Traffic Lights
· Built several wells for villages upcountry
· Bought bags of fertilizer for farmers and gardeners

· Organised two full-day clearings of the grounds of Jeshwang cemetery

· Fully Sponsored the surgery of an elderly man with prostate cancer
· Financially contributed to the medical bills of young blind woman undergoing eye operation and breast infection treatment
· Micro-financed farmers, young businesses, unemployed women, widows etc

· Paid the school fees for many students

· Bought books, stationery and school uniforms for poor children

· Bought medication for the sick and paid for their consultation/medical fees

· Built septic tank for family in desperate need

· Provided wheelchairs to disabled children in the village following a plea for help aired on GRTS

· Partially paid for a new Donkey for a farmer 

· Bought bags of rice, oil, coos, sugar, for families with feeding constraints

· Bought toiletries and basic commodities for prison inmates

· Paid for the funeral costs and needs of those of our donees who died

· Bought shrouds and funeral rites necessities and donated to various morgues

· Donated spades, rakes and wheelbarrows to the Jeshwang cemetery

· Assisted by distributing Wudiyah donations from overseas to local individuals

PLACES DONATED TO:
TANKA TANKA MENTAL HOSPITAL
MILE TWO PRISONS AND JESHWANGS PRISONS
JESHWANG CEMETARY

EDWARD FRANCIS SMALL TEACHING HOSPITAL

EDWARD FRANCIS SMALL TEACHING HOSPITAL MORTUARY

MOSQUES

ORPHANAGES

DARRAS(LOCAL ISLAMIC SCHOOLS)

SHELTER RUN BY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE

PERSONS DONATED TO:
WIDOWS

ORPHANS

POOR

ELDERLY

SICK

HIV PATIENTS

DISABLED
FUTURE PLANS AND COMMITMENTS

· Insha Allah, It is our intention to start a fully operational School that teaches both Islamic and Formal Education in parallel. If Donors know of any possible sources to fund such a largescale project please kindly provide the contact details and we shall be most appreciative.
· We are also seeking donations of old clothing and shoes for redistribution to orphans and poor children.

Contact Details:
Email: liwajhillah@yahoo.com
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Intermediary Bank
CITIBANK NA
NEW YORK
SWIFT: CITITUS33

Beneficiary Bank
Zenith Bank UK Ltd
SWIFT: ZEIBGB2L
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Intermediary Bank
HSBC BANK LONDON
SWIFT: MIDLGB22
Sort Code: 40-05-15

Beneficiary Bank

Zenith Bank UK Ltd

SWIFT: ZEIBGB2L

IBAN: GB12 MIDL 4005 1568 4481 07

Further Credit to Zenith Bank Gambia Itd / CUSTOMER’S NAME: «......evovvvevevereevsnsesneenseis

EURO
Intermediary Bank

DEUTSCHE BANK FRANKFURT AG
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